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In The Spot Light 
 

ECI Contracts Awarded! 
 

Building Families Board has awarded contracts for 
this fiscal year including: 
 

• Home visitation, Hamilton County Public 
Health, Wright County Health Department, 
and Humboldt County Public Health 

• Child Care Advisor (kits for social and 
emotional support in infants and toddlers. 

 

 
 

• Early Childhood Education Consultant 
(PBIS for centers and preschools, Gold 
Assessments, Gold Training, Early 
Learning Standards Training) 

• Preschool Scholarships for three and four 
year olds residing at 200% FPL 

• Parent Connection, Parent development, 
Ages and Stages Assessment, and 
assistance to families locating resources. 

There were other great grants submitted but the 
boards funding is limited and were not able to 
provide the resources for all the proposals 
submitted.  Thank you to everyone who took the 
time to write proposals. ~ Ann 
 
 

Like us on Facebook  and get updates on 
legislation and tips on parenting and 

childcare. 
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/Build

ingFamilies 
 
 

 

Newsletter          
July 2011 

ECI News 
We are sad to report that Amy Muller, Parent 
Coordinator and Marj Wonderlich, Education 
Consultant are moving on in their careers and will no 
longer be working as Building Families funded staff.  
Marj has taken a position with Head Start and Amy is 
working on her Master’s Degree at Iowa State 
University. Both have done a great job for us working 
with families, preschools and child care providers. They 
will be missed and we thank each of them for their 
dedication and the hard work they have done for 
children and families in our ECI area. Best of luck to 
both of you!!    

                                                                                    
Good job! Awesome! Hug yourself! I am proud of you! Kiss your 
brain! Give yourself a hug! Way to go! I like the way you did that! 

Keep up the good work!  

 
 
Ann Jensen, Home Consultant, is also moving on. She 
will return to her life’s passion, child care. 
 
Our office will have many new faces this year and I 
encourage all of you to welcome the new employees as 
they come on board. 
 
On that note we have two job openings in our office.  If 
you are interested please contact Ann at 515-832-1791.  
You must have a four year degree for either of the ECI 
positions.  

 
Professional Development 

Child Care Resource & Referral Trainings 
will start up after Labor Day in September. 

Registration for all our trainings will be 
through the Provider Training Registry at 

https://ccmis.dhs.state.ia.us/ 
trainingregistry 
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Building Families 

Parents Only!!  
Activity 

Creative Curriculum Learning Games 
Making Os and Xs 

Give your preschooler easy simple ways to 
make circles and crossed lines.  Having the 
child build new shapes with your help teaches 
them to remember letter-like shapes. This is 
important because your child will begin to see 
lines must be closed and curved to be a circle. 
Talk to your child about the differences 
between straight lines of an X and curved lines 
of an O. 

• Building a large circle of blocks on the 
floor and have your child sit in the 
middle 

• Trace the rim of a cup with your finger 
and tell your child, “This is a circle. A 
circle is round like a pizza.” 

• Draw small and large circles together 
using crayons. 

• Take a rope and bring the ends 
together to make a circle.  

• Cross two sticks together to make an X 
or draw a straight line over the other to 
make an X. 

• Point and talk about Xs when you see 
them in a newspaper or sign. 

XOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXO 

 
• Building Families Projects: 
• HOPES in-home visitation 
• Parenting Classes 
• Ages and Stages Assessment 
• Resource Information 
• Preschool Scholarships 
• Playground Safety Checks 
• Positive Behavior and Intervention Supports 
• Activity Kits 
 
 
 
 

Community Links for Families 
Resource Directory 

Building Families secured a DECAT grant this 
spring to develop a resource directory.  With the 
generous assistance from Kay Brown and the Head 
Start Resource Directory our volunteer Jolene 
Grebner, an intern from Buena Vista College, 
began the tedious task of collecting resource 
information to add to the Head Start Directory.  
Other directory’s around the counties, including 
United Way, AEA, and UDMO were utilized and 
as a result a one-time hard copy was printed and 
has been distributed.  Because the hard copy will 
be out dated quickly, Kent Bailey with OPH will 
develop a resource directory web site for us. This 
will be available on line by the end of August at  
www.communitylinksforfamilies.org . 
 

 
 
Thank you to all who cooperated in the distribution 

of the directory and sharing your information. If 
your agency would like to be included on line 

please e-mail Ann at 
astewart@hamiltoncountymhsb.org with your 

information. ~ Ann  
Child Care Providers Only!! 

Activity 
Supporting Social and Emotional 

Development 
 

Too Loud Lily by Sophia Laguna is a 
child’s book for ages 4-7. 

It is about a Hippo who talks too loud. 
Everything Lily Hippo does is too loud! She laughs 
too loud! She sings too loud! She reads too loud! 

 
This book teaches children how to use soft voices 
and when to use loud voices.  Check out the Book 
Nook on the CSEFEL website to find other books 
that address social and emotional development.   
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/resources/strategies.ht
ml#list  
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